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complaints; but he was to keep his ears open, and he was to endeavour to soothe discontent, to explain to people smaitmg under a sense of injustice the steps which they should take to have the matter righted by the Rajah or his officeis, and to bring these cases to the notice of the Rajah privately and in a friendly way, explaining to him that the parties had been referred to him for redress. He was only to take up himself gross cases of injustice in which the Rajah had refused to do right, and grave cases of general maladministration which necessitated interference.
The two principles on which he was instructed to carry on his work were these, that on the one hand the Rajah as the ruler must be supported in his authority , and on the other hand that, as the British Government prevented the people from setting their Rajah aside or asserting their rights by force, the Rajah mlist consent to administer his State in a way which justified that measure of coercion of the people by the Government The Government could not use its power to maintain the Rajah in his rule over the people, without being responsible that that rule was reasonably just and consistent with their interests. In all his work the Political Agent was under the control of the Commissioner of the Division, and both of these officers were specially instructed to exercise their authority and supervision in a friendly and tactful manner. No officer could have been found more fitted than Mr. Berry to inaugurate and carry out this wise policy of the Government; and during the years that he held the office of Political Agent a system of administration was introduced over the Feudatory States which has rendered it an easy matter for the Government, through a succession of political officers, to maintain that policy and generally to secure at once the friendship of the Chiefs and the general well-being of the people.